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BOOK REVIEWS 

Magna Carta and Other Addresses. By William D. Guthrie, 
New York. Published by the Columbia University Press, 
New York. 1916. pp. yi, 282. 

Dr. Guthrie has collected in this book ten addresses made upon 
various special occasions, mostly before State Conventions and 
Bar Associations. Naturally on this account somewhat popular 
in character, they are addressed less to the technical student of 
the law than to all who are interested in those questions of public 
policy and constitutional interpretation in which we naturally 
look to the lawyer for guidance. Upon a number of important 
questions of this kinds suggestions of much value in one way and 
another are made in the book. 

The most technical of the addresses in character is the one on the 
Eleventh Amendment of the Constitution of the United States 
delivered before the New York State Bar Association in 1908. 
This is a closely reasoned and from the constitutional point of 
view convincing argument for the right of United States courts 
to issue injunctions to restrain state officers from enforcing those 
statutes of their states which are judged in conflict with the 
national constitution. In this and other addresses the general 
attitude of Dr. Guthrie towards questions of current political 
discussion is clearly revealed as the traditional attitude of the 
Republican party untinged with any Progressive modifications, 
and the book may be taken as an able and authoritative defence 
of that attitude by a trained and experienced constitutional 
lawyer. 

Interesting is the first address, which gives chief title to the 
book, made to the State Constitutional Convention of New York 
at its celebration of the seven-hundredth anniversary of Magna 
Carta. Dr. Guthrie clearly shows American indebtedness to the 
Great Charter, though in some cases his idea of its meaning 
corresponds more nearly to that of its interpreters in the seven- 
teenth century than to the understanding of its provisions by 
those who made them in the thirteenth. New I think to the 
literature of Magna Carta is the statement on page 8 that we 
have in the first chapter of the Charter, referring to the granting 
clause, "the antecedent of the great controlling principle under- 
lying the whole structure of American constitutional law, that 
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any statute in conflict with the fundamental laws, so far as we 
see fit to perpetuate them in constitutional provisions, shall be 
void and null, in the language of the Great Charter." Else- 
where (p. 42) he quotes with approval Alexander Hamilton's 
undoubtedly correct explanation in the Federalist of the source 
of this power in a written constitution which confers only definite 
and delegated powers upon the legislature. This was something 
new in Anglo-Saxon history and is a definite and valuable 
contribution of the United States to government. 

George Burton Adams. 



The Law of Promoters. By Manfred W. Ehrich, New York. 
Published by Matthew Bender & Co., Albany, N. Y. 1916. 
pp. lxi, 645. 

In writing this work Mr. Ehrich has rendered a distinct ser- 
vice to the legal profession, for he has put in one moderate sized 
volume the law on a subject which has been and will continue 
to be of importance to the Bench and Bar. 

The term "promoter," as used to denote that individual who 
seeks to interest the public in the forming of a corporation and 
who directs and takes charge of the initial steps in its formation, 
is a term of comparatively recent origin. However, the deci- 
sions of our highest courts expounding the law which governs 
the relations of "promoters" to those with whom they deal, 
and for whom they act, have already grown to large proportions ; 
and today, the law relating to "promoters" forms a very impor- 
tant branch of the general law of corporations; a branch of 
which no practitioner, either special or general, can afford to be 
in ignorance. 

To attempt to condense within the confines of a single volume 
the law on such a subject might well seem an arduous, if not 
impossible task, but it has been done, and done with no sacrifice 
of essentials. As indicating the comprehensive scope of the 
work a few of the subjects treated are herewith given: "Pro- 
moters Generally; Contracts Made for the Corporation by its 
Promoters; Secret Profits; Lawful Promoters' Profits; Pro- 
moters' Defences to Suits by the Corporation; Remedies of the 
Corporation ; Promoters' Liability for False Representations ; 
and Right and Liabilities of Promoters Inter Se; Abortive Pro- 
moters, etc. The treatment of each subject, while not intended 



